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Striving Together for Excellence 
in Partnership

We are committed to 

improving the life chances of 

all children.

Where we have the capacity 

to make a difference we are 

morally bound to do so.



The STEP family
South London Academies

Angel Oak Academy – Peckham

Applegarth Academy – New Addington

Beddington Park Academy – Croydon

Benedict Academy – Mitcham

David Livingstone Academy – Croydon

Gonville Academy – Croydon

Heathfield Academy – Croydon

La Fontaine Academy – Bromley

Park Academy – Mitcham

Tudor Academy – New Addington

Turnham Academy – Lewisham

Westbridge Academy - Battersea

East Sussex Academies

Breakwater Academy – Newhaven

Burfield Academy – Hailsham

Hawkes Farm Academy – Hailsham

High Cliff Academy – Newhaven

Phoenix Academy – Hailsham

White House Academy - Hailsham



The David Livingstone Team

EYFS/KS1 Lead and 

Reception Class Teacher

Miss Riley

Executive Headteacher

Mr Mills

Interim Head of School

Miss Mitchell

Deputy Headteachers

Miss Edwards and Miss Griffin

Assistant Headteachers

Mr McNally and Mr Cornell



PUPAC Values

Passion

Urgency

Positivity

Aspiration

Commitment



How many pupils attend David 
Livingstone Academy?
We are a small one-form entry school in Thornton Heath.

Our academy has seven classes in total ranging from 
Reception to Year 6.  Every class has a capacity of 30 
children each combining to create a school of 210 pupils.

Due to the current pandemic, we are following DfE
guidance and have grouped children in ‘bubbles’.  Each 
bubble is a maximum of two classes in size and this allows 
us to stagger the beginning and end of the school day as 
well as breaks and lunchtimes.



What does the Early Years 
Curriculum cover?
Reception children at David Livingstone follow the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum.  

The areas of learning are:

• Communication and language

• Physical development

• Personal, social and emotional development

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the world

• Expressive arts and design



What does a typical Reception 
school day look like?



Reception classroom

The Reception pupils access a range of learning activities which cover each area of the 
curriculum.  Children have ‘free flow’ time every day when they can independently 
move between spaces and learn through investigation and play.  There is also a role-
play area within the classroom.



Outdoor learning environment

Our Reception class benefit from learning in 
an outdoor space which includes a trim trail, 
role-play area, playhouse, a covered table-top 
activity area and a large playground.



How will I know if my child 
makes progress?
Pupils’ progress is continually monitored by our experienced 
teaching team.  Through activities, questioning and 
observations of independent learning and play, our team assess 
progress across all areas of the curriculum each week.

Through assessment, the teaching team are able to plan and 
deliver carefully structured lessons and independent learning 
activities which meet the needs of the class as a whole and 
individual children.

David Livingstone Academy holds parent consultation meetings 
in the autumn and spring terms and all pupils receive a report 
at the end of the year detailing their attainment and 
achievements.  Teachers are able to make arrangements to meet 
parents informally throughout the year to address any 
questions or queries which may occur.



What can I do to prepare my 
child for school?
Children develop at different rates and each pupil is individual.

Sharing books and stories with your children is a great activity 
and many of you will be doing this as a regular part of your day 
to day routine.  This can be an opportunity for you to support 
language development and early phonological awareness.

At school, children will be encouraged to go to the toilet and get 
changed for PE lessons independently.  Starting these routines 
at home would help them to be prepared for their start in 
Reception.



Code of Conduct
At David Livingstone, we expect all children to conduct themselves 
with kindness towards others.

The EYFS curriculum includes a focus on managing feelings and 
behaviour, making relationships and self-awareness.  As part of our 
daily teaching and routines, children will be supported to follow 
instructions, speak clearly and listen to others.

We have a school Code of Conduct which will be adapted and used in a 
way that is appropriate for our youngest pupils.



Wrap around care
Breakfast Club runs from 7.45am until the start of the school day.

STEP Zone After School Club runs from the end of the school day until 
6pm.



School uniform
School uniform for David Livingstone Academy can be purchased from 
Bubblegum at https://www.bubblegumschoolwear.com/david-
livingstone or in person at their shop at 113 High Street, Thornton 
Heath, CR7 8RZ.

https://www.bubblegumschoolwear.com/david-livingstone


Can my child have a school 
lunch?

All Croydon children 
in Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2 are 
entitled to a free 
school meal every 
day.

This is an example 
of a termly school 
menu.



Clubs
Under usual circumstances, David Livingstone offer a range of after-
school clubs such as football, gymnastics and dance.  Children from 
Reception to Year 6 are eligible to apply to attend clubs on a first-
come-first-served basis.

We will aim to return to running these clubs once current national 
restrictions allow us to.



Visits to school
Unfortunately, we cannot currently arrange visits to school as we are 
restricting the number of people on site.

Once Reception places have been confirmed in early 2021, we will 
communicate with parents to share important information and videos 
of the classroom space and teaching staff.



Applications
All applications have to be made via the Croydon eAdmissions website.  
Details on how to apply can be found at:

https://new.croydon.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools/apply-
primary-school-place-step-step

Please be aware that applications for Reception places in September 
2021 need to be submitted by the 15th January 2021.

https://new.croydon.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools/apply-primary-school-place-step-step

